Dave Morgan looks
back over 12 years
of village art classes
and a decade of
exhibitions.

rt classes, originally set up in Al-

vechurch in 2010 by local artist

and art teacher Pam McGregor
to cater for beginners and those with
a little more experience, are celebrat-
ing 10 years of exhibitions.

The first exhibition was held in
2012 and each year the artists submit
paintings and drawings created dur-
ing the previous 12 months, which
keeps the exhibitions fresh with
previously unseen pieces of art, many
of which are for sale.

In addition, for the first four years,
Pam challenged the artists to come
up with paintings based on a theme,
as well as creating representations of
their own preferred subjects.

Allan Sanders, one of the original
artists, and a local photographer, has
captured images from each exhibi-
tion which can be seen on the group’s
website www.pamsartclasses.co.uk/
exhibitions.htm together with images
from many of the individual artists.

In 2015 the first of what has
become an annual competition was
held, sponsored by Kamal Khan and
Spring View Care, owners of Tutnall
Hall in Bromsgrove and Grosvenor
House near Alvechurch.

Each year Kamal challenges the
artists to mimic an existing style of art
such as that used by David Hockney,
da Vinci, the Impressionists, or even to

- paint in the Georgian style. Last year’s
challenge was Cubism, and the win-
ning picture, painted by Bromsgrove
artist, Jackie Lee, showed the Beatles
in abstract form.

This year’s challenge has been
to create an image that reflects the
Queen’s 70 year reign, so it could be
of Her Majesty herself or depicting

anything from the last 70 years in the
UK.

The competition entries will be on
display for the first time at the exhibi-
tion, although the final winner will
not be known until a summer fete,
later in the year, at one of the nursing
homes, as the winners of each com-
petition are chosen by the staff and
residents at the homes.

Commenting on the success of
the last nine years of exhibitions,
Pam said: “Each year the quality and
quantity of paintings increases and

On show: Kamal Khan (above)
studies some of this year’s
entries.

Abstract Beatles: Last year’s
winning Cubist entry (left) by
Jackie Lee.

visitors are frequently amazed at how
proficient some local artists are.

“In addition, the challenge that
Kamal sets gives the artists a desire
to produce the best they can to win
the competition, which has resulted
in some wonderful pictures, many of
which have been acquired by Kamal
and are now on display in his nursing
homes for the residents, visitors and
staff to enjoy.”

The art exhibition will be open in
the Alvechurch Village Hall from 10
am until 6 pm on Thursday and Friday,
July 21st and 22nd, and from 10am
until 5pm on Saturday July 23rd.

There's no charge for entry, refresh-
ments will be available and, as in
previous years, the event provides an
opportunity for visitors to purchase
an original painting by local artists at
a reasonable cost.

More details about the art classes
can be found at www.pamsartclasses.
co.uk
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